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a short time, should, upon their repentance, retain their sees. This
decision was adopted in Macedonia, Achaia, Spain, Gaul, &c., and
approved at Rome.1 For we learn from St Hilary that Liberius, who
died in 366, had established this disciple in Italy, and we have his letter
to the Catholic bishops of that country, in which he approves what had
been regulated in this regard in Achaia and Egypt, and exhorts them to
exert their zeal against the authors of their fault in proportion to the
grief they felt for having committed it.2

Theodoret says that the priests of the idols complained to Julian
that if Athanasius was suffered to remain in Alexandria there would not
remain one adorer of the gods in that city. Julian, having received this
advice, answered their complaint, telling them that, though he had allowed
the Galileans (his name of derision for Christians) to return to their own
country, he had not given them leave to enter on the possession of their
churches; and that Athanasius in particular, who had been banished by
the orders of several emperors, ought not to have done this; he therefore
ordered him immediately to leave the city on the receipt of his letter,
under the penalty of a severer punishment. He even dispatched a
messenger to kill him. The saint comforted his flock, and having re-
commended them to the ablest of his friends, with an assurance that this
storm would soon blow over, embarked in a boat on the river for Thebais.
He who had orders to kill him, hearing that he was fled, sailed after him
with great expedition. The saint, having timely notice of it, was advised
by those that accompanied him to turn aside into the deserts that bordered
on the Nile. But St Athanasius ordered them to tack about and fall
down the river towards Alexandria; " to show," said he, " that our pro-
tector is more powerful than our persecutor." Meeting the pursuivant,
he asked them whether they had seen Athanasius as they came down the
river, and was answered that he was not far off, and that if they made
haste they would quickly come up with him. Upon this the assassin
continued the pursuit, while St Athanasius got safe and unsuspected to
Alexandria, where he lay hid for some time. But upon a fresh order
coming from Julian for his death, he withdrew into the deserts of Thebais,
going from place to place to avoid falling into the hands of his enemy.
St Theodorus of Tabenna, being come to visit him while at Antinoe
with St Pammon, put an end to his apprehensions on this score by assuring
him, on a revelation God had favoured him with, that Julian had just then
expired in Persia, where he was killed on the 27th of June, in 363. The
holy hermit acquainted him also that the reign of his Christian successor
would be very short. This was Jovian, who, being chosen emperor, refused
to accept that dignity till the army had declared for the Christian religion.

1 Cone, t. vii. pp. 73 and 680.

a S. Hil. fragm. 12, p. 1357; Constant, op. decret. 13, p, 44*-